Lessons From the Philistines



CHIEF CONCERN

Not taking heed to God’'s word will lead to disobedience.



1 Samuel 5:1-4

1 And the Philistines took the ark of God, and brought it from
Ebenezer unto Ashdod. 2 When the Philistines took the ark of God,
they brought it into the house of Dagon, and set it by Dagon. 3 And
when they of Ashdod arose early on the morrow, behold, Dagon [was]
fallen upon his face to the earth before the ark of the LORD. And they
took Dagon, and set him in his place again. 4 And when they arose
early on the morrow morning, behold, Dagon [was] fallen upon his
face to the ground before the ark of the LORD; and the head of Dagon
and both the palms of his hands [were] cut off upon the threshold; only
[the stump of] Dagon was left to him.



1 Samuel 5:5-8

5 Therefore neither the priests of Dagon, nor any that come into Dagon's
house, tread on the threshold of Dagon in Ashdod unto this day. 6 But the
hand of the LORD was heavy upon them of Ashdod, and he destroyed
them, and smote them with emerods, [even] Ashdod and the coasts
thereof. 7 And when the men of Ashdod saw that [it was] so, they said,
The ark of the God of Israel shall not abide with us: for his hand is sore
upon us, and upon Dagon our god. 8 They sent therefore and gathered all
the lords of the Philistines unto them, and said, What shall we do with the
ark of the God of Israel? And they answered, Let the ark of the God of
Israel be carried about unto Gath. And they carried the ark of the God of
Israel about [thither].



1 Samuel 5:9-12

9 And it was [s0], that, after they had carried it about, the hand of the
LORD was against the city with a very great destruction: and he smote
the men of the city, both small and great, and they had emerods in their
secret parts. 10 Therefore they sent the ark of God to Ekron. And it came
to pass, as the ark of God came to Ekron, that the Ekronites cried out,
saying, They have brought about the ark of the God of Israel to us, to slay
us and our people. 11 So they sent and gathered together all the lords of
the Philistines, and said, Send away the ark of the God of Israel, and let it
go again to his own place, that it slay us not, and our people: for there
was a deadly destruction throughout all the city; the hand of God was
very heavy there. 12 And the men that died not were smitten with the
emerods: and the cry of the city went up to heaven.



CHIEF CONCERN

That Jesus would be preeminent in our lives,
allowing us to continually draw nigh unto Him.



Outline of 1 Samuel 5

Vs 1-5 There is only one God.
Vs 6-12 God is the judge.



Colossians 1:15-20

15 Who is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of every
creature: 16 For by him were all things created, that are in heaven,
and that are in earth, visible and invisible, whether [they be] thrones,
or dominions, or principalities, or powers: all things were created by
him, and for him: 17 And he is before all things, and by him all things
consist. 18 And he is the head of the body, the church: who is the
beginning, the firstoorn from the dead; that in all [things] he might
have the preeminence. 19 For it pleased [the Father] that in him
should all fulness dwell; 20 And, having made peace through the
blood of his cross, by him to reconcile all things unto himself; by him, [l
say], whether [they be] things in earth, or things in heaven.



KEY
POINT

It is critical that the
believer always comes to
the place that Jesus alone
sits on the throne of their
heart.



This fact keeps us at
peace because we are
acknowledging who is

really in control.



Habakkuk 2:18-20

18 What profiteth the graven image that the maker thereof
hath graven it; the molten image, and a teacher of lies,
that the maker of his work trusteth therein, to make dumb
idols? 19 Woe unto him that saith to the wood, Awake; to
the dumb stone, Arise, it shall teach! Behold, it [is] laid
over with gold and silver, and [there is] no breath at all in
the midst of it. 20 But the LORD [is] in his holy temple: let
all the earth keep silence before him.




Romans 2:1-4

1 Therefore thou art inexcusable, O man, whosoever thou art that
judgest: for wherein thou judgest another, thou condemnest
thyself; for thou that judgest doest the same things. 2 But we are
sure that the judgment of God is according to truth against them
which commit such things. 3 And thinkest thou this, O man, that
judgest them which do such things, and doest the same, that thou
shalt escape the judgment of God? 4 Or despisest thou the riches
of his goodness and forbearance and longsuffering; not knowing
that the goodness of God leadeth thee to repentance?




Romans 2:5-11

5 But after thy hardness and impenitent heart treasurest up unto
thyself wrath against the day of wrath and revelation of the righteous
judgment of God; 6 Who will render to every man according to his
deeds: 7 To them who by patient continuance in well doing seek for
glory and honour and immortality, eternal life: 8 But unto them that are
contentious, and do not obey the truth, but obey unrighteousness,
indignation and wrath, 9 Tribulation and anguish, upon every soul of
man that doeth evil, of the Jew first, and also of the Gentile: 10 But
glory, honour, and peace, to every man that worketh good, to the Jew
first, and also to the Gentile: 11 For there is no respect of persons with
God.



KEY
POINT

Allow the Lord to judge
the sin in your life so
that you might actually
live in the freedom that
Jesus has provided.



Ephesians 4:20-24

20 But ye have not so learned Christ; 21 If so be that ye have heard him,
and have been taught by him, as the truth is in Jesus: 22 That ye put off
concerning the former conversation the old man, which is corrupt
according to the deceitful lusts; 23 And be renewed in the spirit of your
mind; 24 And that ye put on the new man, which after God is created in
righteousness and true holiness.

- The philistines are great picture even of us today. We wrestle with
seizing opportunities for any real change because of the familiarity of
sin.



KEY Draw



James 4:8

Draw nigh to God, and he will draw nigh to
you. Cleanse [your] hands, [ye] sinners; and
purify [your] hearts, [ye] double minded.
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